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REGISTERED TRADEMARKS 

Summary 

The term “concrete sock” is a registered trademark of Concrete Sock Limited (GB2578865).  

Scope of Protection 

GB Registered Trademark 2578865 protects “a cover for a concrete mixer vehicle chute”. 

As such, the term “concretesock” or any similar term ought not to be used to describe any goods or services 
which are the same, similar or conjure up in the mind any goods or services which are the same or similar to 
those of the registration. 

Term of Protection 

Providing renewed, a trademark registration will last forever. 

- 0 - 
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COMMUNITY DESIGN  

Summary 

A ‘Registered Community Design’ (RCD) is a registered intellectual property right which protects the wholly 
original shape and design of the Concretesock®. In respect of the Concretesock®, it protects all or part of the 
outward appearance of the Concretesock®, resulting from the lines, contours, colours, shape, texture, 
materials and / or its ornamentation. 

Scope of Protection 

The registered design from CSL’s RCD #001980376: 

 

 

Term of Protection 

The ‘Registered Community Design’ has a duration of 25 years from the date of filing and covers all 27 
countries of the EU. Thus, CSL’s RCD #001980376 will protect the shape and design of the Concretesock® 
until at least 2037. 

Validity 

Based on the known prior art, the Concretesock® will undoubtedly be both “novel” and having “individual 
character” (the relevant legal tests). 

Interpretation 

In respect of the scope of protection and specifically the “dictated by function” exclusion, the Court of 
Appeal judgement of Landor & Hawa International Limited v Azure Designs Limited serves to confirm that 
this exclusion ought to be construed narrowly whereby “the feature concerned must not only be necessary 
but essential in order to achieve a particular technical result”. Also, that “this means that a functional design 
may ... be eligible for protection if it can be shown that the same technical function could be achieved by 
another different form”. This clearly applies to the Concretesock® and thus the Registered Community 
Design will protect both functional and non-functional design features of the Concretesock®. 

- 0 - 
  

https://oami.europa.eu/eSearch/#details/designs/001980376-0001
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2006/1285.html
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UK UNREGISTERED ‘DESIGN RIGHT’  

Summary 

The UK Unregistered ‘Design Right’ is an intellectual property right which protects the wholly original shape 
and design of the Concretesock®. Like copyright, the ‘Design Right’ automatically protects an original design 
upon creation. It is not an intellectual property right for which registration is required. 

Scope of Protection 

All designs of the Concretesock® including: 

  

Term of Protection 

The ‘Design Right’ has a duration which will expire the soonest of either 10 years after first marketing of a 
particular design or 15 years from the creation of that design. Thus, in relation to the Concretesock®, its 
shape and design will be protected by the ‘Design Right’ until at least 2021. 

Validity 

Based on the known prior art, the Concretesock® will undoubtedly be considered original (i.e. “not common 
place”, the relevant legal test). 

Interpretation 

In respect of the “must fit” exclusion, note the highly relevant judgement of Pro-Tec Covers Limited v 
Specialised Covers Limited et al.  in the Patents County Court. This case concerned a cover for fitting to a 
caravan wherein the cover used certain straps to fix the cover to the caravan. The straps were held not to 
form part of the interface between the cover and the caravan, and hence UKUDR protection was not 
excluded by the “must fit” exemption for the straps (see points 224 and 225 of the judgement). Applying the 
same principle mutatis mutandis to the present case would suggest that the webbing / eyelet arrangement 
would be protected by UKUDR. 

- 0 - 

 
  

http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWPCC/2011/23.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWPCC/2011/23.html
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GB PATENT 2490083B 

Summary 

The Concretesock®, a concrete mixer fitted with a Concretesock® and delivery of concrete, cement or other 
aggregates to site using such a concrete mixer are protected by GB patent 2490083B: 

 

What is protected? 

The granted claims of GB patent 2490083B: 

CLAIMS 

1. A cover configured for the hinged end  of an articulated concrete chute comprising a 
receptacle having at its open end a flexible collar mechanism including webbing adapted to be 
tightened about such a chute so as to secure the cover to the chute; and wherein the side of the 
receptacle has a cut-away section. 

2. A cover according to claim 1 wherein the webbing is connected in a loop with a cam buckle. 

3. A cover according to claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the webbing is attached to the cover with 
belt loops which constrain axial movement of the webbing but permit circumferential movement of 
the webbing. 

4. A cover according to claim 3 wherein two belt loops (37, 38) are located immediately 
adjacent and either side of the cut-away. 

5. A cover according to claim 3 or claim 4 wherein the belt loops (37, 38) extend axially over at 
least 50% of the depth of the receptacle (11, 12). 

6. A cover (30) according to claim 3 or claim 4 wherein the belt loops (37, 38) extend axially 
over at least 75% of the depth of the receptacle (11, 12). 

7. A cover according to claim 3 or claim 4 wherein the belt loops extend axially from adjacent 
the base of the receptacle to adjacent the open end of the receptacle. 

8. A cover according to any preceding claim wherein the side of the receptacle has a depth of 
less than 150mm. 

9. A cover according to any preceding claim wherein the side of the receptacle has a depth of 
less than three times the width of the webbing. 

10. A cover according to any of claims 1 to 8 wherein the side of the receptacle has a depth of 
less than two times the width of the webbing. 

11. A cover according to any of claims 1 to 8 wherein the side of the receptacle has a depth of 
less than one and a half times the width of the webbing. 
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12. A cover according to any preceding claim further comprising a tether which is not used to 
secure the cover on to end of the chute. 

13. A concrete mixer having an articulated concrete chute and a cover as claimed in any of the 
preceding claims attached to the hinged end of the articulated concrete chute. 

14. A method of delivering concrete, cement or other aggregates to site using a concrete 
mixer vehicle having an articulated chute comprising the steps of: 

discharging the concrete, cement or other aggregates down the articulated chute; and 

fitting a cover as claimed in any of the claims 1 to 12 to the hinged end of the articulated 
chute; 

15. The method of claim 14 further comprising the step of returning the vehicle to a batching 
plant without washing out. 

Term of Protection 

GB patent 2490083B will protect the Concretesock® until at least 2032. 

Validity 

The Concretesock® will is undoubtedly novel and inventive over all cited prior art, confirmed by the grant of 
the GB patent 2490083B. Specific argumentation with respect to individual citations can be found in the 
respective patent files which CSL can provide on request. However, for illustration purposes, simply contrast 
the following closest prior art with the Concretesock®: 

US 4688667 discloses a chute attachment 10 for enabling cement to flow from an circular chute 
through an inlet of the chute attachment (large frame circle, feature 22 of figure I) to at an outlet of 
the chute attachment which has reduced size compared to inlet. 

   

 US 5354128 discloses a concrete mixer chute cap 1 which is secured to handles 15 of a chute using 
wide elastic straps 14: 
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EP PATENT APPLICATION 12710985.8 

Summary 

The Concretesock®, a concrete mixer fitted with a Concretesock® and delivery of concrete, cement or other 
aggregates to site using such a concrete mixer are protected by EP patent application 12710985.8. 

What is protected? 

The pending claims: 

CLAIMS 

1. A cover (10, 30) configured for a hinged end of an articulated concrete chute comprising a 
receptacle (11, 12) having at its open end (13) a flexible collar mechanism (15, 16) including webbing 
(15) adapted to be tightened about such a chute (41, 42) so as to secure the cover (10, 30) to the 
chute (41, 42). 

2. A cover (30) according to claim 1 wherein the side (12) of the receptacle (11, 12) has a cut-
away section (31). 

3. A cover (30) according to claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the webbing is attached to the cover 
(30) with belt loops (37, 38) which constrain axial movement of the webbing but permit 
circumferential movement of the webbing. 

4. A cover (30) according to claim 3 wherein the side  (12) of the receptacle (11, 12) has a cut-
away section (31) and wherein two belt loops (37, 38) are located immediately adjacent and either 
side of the cut-away (31). 

5. A cover (30) according to claim 3 or claim 4 wherein the belt loops (37, 38) extend axially 
over at least 50% of the depth of the receptacle (11, 12). 

6. A cover (30) according to claim 3 or claim 4 wherein the belt loops (37, 38) extend axially 
over at least 75% of the depth of the receptacle (11, 12). 

7. A cover (30) according to claim 3 or claim 4 wherein the belt loops (37, 38) extend axially 
from adjacent the base of the receptacle (11, 12) to adjacent the open end (13) of the receptacle 
(11, 12). 

8. A cover (10, 30) according to any preceding claim wherein the side (12) of the receptacle 
(11, 12) has a depth of less than 150mm. 

9. A cover (10, 30) according to any preceding claim wherein the side (12) of the receptacle 
(11, 12) has a depth of less than three times the width of the webbing (15). 

10. A cover (10, 30) according to any of claims 1 to 8 wherein the side (12) of the receptacle (11, 
12) has a depth of less than two times the width of the webbing (15). 

11. A cover (10, 30) according to any of claims 1 to 8 wherein the side (12) of the receptacle (11, 
12) has a depth of less than one and a half times the width of the webbing (15). 

12. A cover (10, 30) according to any preceding claim further comprising a tether (31) which is 
not used to secure the cover on to end of the chute (41, 42). 

13. A concrete mixer having an articulated concrete chute (41, 42) and a cover (10, 30) as 
claimed in any of the preceding claims attached to the hinged end of the articulated concrete chute 
(41, 42). 

14. A method of delivering concrete, cement or other aggregates to site using a concrete mixer 
vehicle having an articulated chute (41, 42) comprising the steps of: 

discharging the concrete, cement or other aggregates down the articulated chute (41, 42); and 
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fitting a cover (10, 30) as claimed in any of the claims 1 to 12 to the hinged end of the articulated 
chute (41, 42). 

15. The method of claim 14 further comprising the step of returning the vehicle to a batching 
plant without washing out. 

Prosecution Strategy 

For tax reasons, we elected to enter the GB national phase earlier with a view to getting an earlier UK 
granted patent to benefit from HMRC’s Patent Box scheme (a low tax regime where the sale of patented 
products benefit from a 10% tax rate). Thus, a fast GB grant was more important to CSL than prolonged GB 
prosecution chasing broad claim scope (and not least because as any UK granted patent will eventually be 
usurped by the corresponding grant of a EP(GB) patent sometime in the future). 

CSL’s prosecution strategy before the EPO has been somewhat different. 

CSL have avoided submitting readily allowable claims corresponding, for example, to the claims of the 
granted GB patent 2490083B. We have done this for two reasons. First, we can pursue broader claims. 
Secondly, extended prosecution defers the cost of translation and validation in the 27 countries covered by 
EP patent application 12710985.8 that would be due on grant. 

So whilst currently pending claim 1 is nevertheless arguably allowable and might well be granted, the real 
value is in the following commercially valuable fallback positions certain to be allowable and granted if we so 
choose: 

A combination of pending claims 1 and 2 (as granted in GB patent 2490083B): 

1. A cover configured for the hinged end  of an articulated concrete chute comprising a 
receptacle having at its open end a flexible collar mechanism including webbing adapted to be 
tightened about such a chute so as to secure the cover to the chute; and wherein the side of the 
receptacle has a cut-away section. 

A combination of pending claims 1 and 10 (directed to the optimal shallow geometry of the Concretesock®): 

1. A cover (10, 30) configured for a hinged end of an articulated concrete chute comprising a 
receptacle (11, 12) having at its open end (13) a flexible collar mechanism (15, 16) including webbing 
(15) adapted to be tightened about such a chute (41, 42); and wherein the side (12) of the receptacle 
(11, 12) has a depth of less than two times the width of the webbing (15).  

A combination of pending claims 1, and 5 3 (an alternative formulation directed to the optimal shallow 
geometry of the Concretesock®): 

1. A cover (10, 30) configured for a hinged end of an articulated concrete chute comprising a 
receptacle (11, 12) having at its open end (13) a flexible collar mechanism (15, 16) including webbing 
(15) adapted to be tightened about such a chute (41, 42); wherein the webbing is attached to the 
cover (30) with belt loops (37, 38) which constrain axial movement of the webbing but permit 
circumferential movement of the webbing; and wherein the belt loops (37, 38) extend axially over at 
least 50% of the depth of the receptacle (11, 12). 

A combination of pending claims 1 and 12 (directed to the tether): 

1. A cover (10, 30) configured for a hinged end of an articulated concrete chute comprising a 
receptacle (11, 12) having at its open end (13) a flexible collar mechanism (15, 16) including webbing 
(15) adapted to be tightened about such a chute (41, 42) so as to secure the cover (10, 30) to the 
chute (41, 42); and a tether (31) which is not used to secure the cover on to end of the chute (41, 
42). 

- 0 - 


